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Journal Analysis
Technoculture: An Online Journal of Technology in Society 
	In the Zeitgeist of technological information, Technoculture provides its audience with engaging and creative works spanning on a range of broad topics such as media, entertainment and of course, technology. Technoculture makes it clear to anyone interested in submitting to the journal that, its readers are “not necessarily academics” (Technoculture, 2022) although it’s articulated that their chosen independently reviewed works typically include numerus sentences that would be otherwise considered a mouthful to read aloud. There’s a voice to the journal that feels relatable and real, as if someone is speaking to you directly on the other side of the screen.  
Editorial Policies
	Technoculture breaks the mold of traditional independent journals by encouraging submissions using audio and/ or video. Typically, journals will only provide audiences the words on the screen, in the form of an article (or online journal) to read, but Technoculture embraces technological modernity by inviting new forms of virtually displayed and shared information. This is helpful considering the media platforms used to spread information in 2025. Short and long form videos commonly viewed can be found on YouTube, Tik Tok, television and podcasts. Moreover, these forms are all widely accessible given the overall technological advances of the 21st century i.e. the mobile device and the internet.
	Journals, and other academic research that involves reading research, can be intimidating and lengthy – especially for those new to a field or in the early stages of exploring a research topic. What Technoculture provides, by its easy and accessible layout, is straightforward formatting, clear text and an easily navigated menu. Exploring journals from each year of the journal was especially simple. Divided into Volumes, Technoculture presents Critical Essays, Reviews and Creative Works as the categories for published and reviewed works.  
Technoculture also details in the FAQs for Readers section with what exactly they’re looking for in a creative or critical piece of work. Technoculture’s insight into what they expect assembles a platform both informative for the researcher and publishing author/ student/ person and subsequently provides the audience with foundational subject matter that can be expected generally easily engaged with. “Critical papers should exhibit some theoretical underpinning or thought, and not be just close readings of texts” (Technoculture, FAQs for Readers, 2022).
Patterns and Dissonances
	Postmodernism & The Psyche – Pattern 
	Themes of postmodernism and human psychology are streamlined throughout the works published in Technoculture. Several articles focus on internet culture and behavioral aspects of technology on the modern person. In my research, I found over forty-two published either directly referencing postmodernism or indirectly touching on postmodern subtopics such as algorithms, digital currency, hyperreality and so on. Fourteen published works cover psychological sub-topics, these being critical thinking, abuse, community guidelines and others. 
Key Topics
The Table of Contents
	A commonality among the abstracts of several of Technoculture’s published journals integrate the idea of technology’s impact within and directly to culture and society. The volumes, organized by year, have a sort of thematic grouping to them. The topics explored through each type of published work, whether poem, essay or video, have a collective consciousness where there’s a correlation. For example, Volume 8, representative of 2018, is compiled of eleven total works and in this, some of the published works are titled : Internet-Assisted Suicide in Japan, 1998-2013, Augmented Vision(s): Visual Rhetoric in the Augmented Reality Apparatus and When Trash-talk becomes Abuse: Examining Problematic Speech and Behavior in World of Warcraft. All of these works, even in the titles, have a similar pool of thought. Associations from parts of each title can be made “Internet-Assisted”, “Visual Rhetoric”, “Behavior”– all refer, symbiotically, and of course, to the research of the chosen data in a technological sense.
Key Arguments 
Tesla the Maker: The Stakes of Differing Histories of Technology in DIY Cultures

	In Volume 12, Jordan Gowanlock from the University of California, Berkley, Gowanlock explores inventor Nikola Tesla, his historical presence both symbolically and technically and how these aspects of his influence have impacted society and culture. Gowanlock uses words and phrases like DIY “maker” or the “making” movement – describing Telsa’s portrayal throughout history, from his prime age of invention through the early 2000’s, as being: extorted, varied, changed and mis-conceptualized. During the early 2000’s Gowanlock says, “Tesla became a symbol for putting the power to create media into the hands of everyday people. Though he had little to do with media himself” (Technoculture, Tesla and DIY Media, 2022). Because of Tesla’s “independence” and “conflict with industrialists” it provided support to those who embraced and saw “saw transformative potential in creating media independently outside of existing industrial structures.” (Technoculture, Tesla and DIY Media, 2022) This is a direct correlation showcasing how technology, or at least a researcher (Tesla) considered a part of the field today, and its direct impact on culture. Tesla’s image and impact, Gowanlock explains, over time “Tesla has become virtually synonymous with this uncritical view of technology. Thus, there is a clear division between those that embrace the image of Tesla and those that studiously avoid him. This division is evidence of a division between makers that take a critical view of the political and social factors that shape historical technological change and those that do not” (Technoculture, Tesla the Maker and the Silicon Valley Reformation, 2022) The journal used Tesla and his work to demonstrate how society “construct[s] our technological past” (Technoculture, Tesla the Maker and the Silicon Valley Reformation, 2022). 
Research Methods 
Tesla the Maker: The Stakes of Differing Histories of Technology in DIY Cultures

	In the journal, Gowanlock does a good thing by using modern sources such as a campaign by artist Mathew Inman. “Inman concludes that Tesla “ushered humanity into a second industrial revolution,” tacitly taking this credit away from Edison. This version of the Tesla story does not provide for the way economics, policy, power, or culture might affect the way technologies are adopted and in turn influence society.” (Technoculture, Tesla on Web 2.0 Platforms, 2022). Doing this, it brings what Technoculture claims to do, bring technological relevancy center stage. The journal, mainly focusing on early 2000’s digitization and the world view of Tesla through a DIY “maker” or the “making” movement lens, highlights the purpose of the journal itself and the Technoculture site. 
	Technoculture’s featuring and publication of this journal is significant to postmodernist view of Tesla and his advancements. 
Key Arguments 
(1) Acme: A Poem in Three Parts
Robert B. Markum of University of Michigan explores a one of the different mediums of Technoculture by having his poem available in both text and audio format. The Poem, Acme: A Poem in Three Parts synthesizes a philosophy of technology rather than simply tell a story or explore a theme. It conveys a message, with respect to hearing it spoken aloud, a depth of human affliction i.e. personal philosophy. Markum uses Silicon Valley and the overgrowth of technological influence as a way to expand on his philosophy stating:
Segment three: Human-techno-human relations
Where there was once “I-Thou,” only “I-It.”
In place of real humans flattened images
stripped of dignity and meaningful proximity. 
			([Poem/Audio] Acme: A Poem in Three Parts – Technoculture, 2022)
Research Methods 
	Common research methods used among the works of Technoculture are articles both peer reviewed and nonpeer reviewed, outsourced texts, print articles, books, novels, television series, comic books, journals, and academic websites. 
	In coming to study Technoculture’s published works and the type of research methods used, it is clear that there is a broad approach to examining the topics researched. 
Understanding Composition Studies 
	Journals like Technoculture help bridge gaps between technological growth and the future of academic research and development/ education. Rhetoric, literacy, writing and other composition study sub-groups can benefit from Technoculture and journals alike. By using the different mediums, the site uses to display the research, it allows for more inclusive engagement. As far as the actual research done and published within Technoculture I’m also strongly persuaded by both the language used and sources sited that there is real value in the understanding of technology pinned against and/ or beside the progression and history of culture and society. 
What is Next: The Direction of the Journal
Call for Papers: Future Volumes
	Technoculture has a progressive outlook towards its future. The journal itself, highlighting aspects of technological advance welcomes, for future submissions to be “not like the others.”  Technoculture is looking for something else, something different, audio and video, not just or only text for reading. The authors of the site understand that people learn and connect differently and including various types of information displays. The journal states on their Call for Papers: Future Volumes information page that “[we] encourage all authors to use audio or video—we’d rather see or hear you read your work, rather than merely putting it on the screen in words. We would also like to have artists submit documentation of installations and of performance in works that engage the idea of technology or use technology in new and exciting ways.” (Technoculture, 2022) The suggested submission criteria, CFP: Critical and Creative Works Needed and a Call for Papers: Future Volumes, address a new and fresh approach to research and development within the scope of an academic journal. Technoculture makes sure to remind future submitters, authors and creators that the “intended readers are not necessarily academics. As always, jargon and stilted language should be avoided; readers should not have to parse a sentence six times before proceeding to the next sentence.” (Technoculture, CFP 2022)
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