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Literacy is the ability to articulate both contextualized information and thoughts into a readable and comprehensive form while also successfully comprehending written word. Markers of modern literacy expectations are not only defined and measured by skills of reading writing and comprehension of the two, but are also, to some extent, required in order to maintain an adequate education. Without literacy, or possessing some form of it, we stumble upon insurmountable issues including the misunderstanding of information, the lack of critical and fundamental knowledge and the ability to exercise critical thought processes. Further, it can be understood that the need for adequate forms of literacy, and as an active practice within society, is critical to both the progression and sustainability of our society. This essay will explore literacy through reading, writing, comprehension, teaching and how societal advancement has been, or can be, interdependent in conjunction and/or subsequential to literacy. “The function of national literacy is to foster effective nationwide communications. Our chief instrument of communication over time and space is the standard national language, which is sustained by national literacy.” (Hirsch, 2)
Effective following the technological advancements of the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, literacy, and what constitutes its substantial forms, has changed. Recognizing this helps differentiate what it means to be literate in the modern age from the past. Forms of literacy through history include financial literacy, oral literacy, speech literacy, banking literacy, name literacy and list literacy. (Olson, 31) In modern 21st century education, we focus on aspects such as reading, essay and speech composition, and lingual capacities. 
	While we can understand the conceptual idea of literacy through its forms, we must also acknowledge accessibility to education and the role it plays impacting literacy for different people. 
Reading For Literacy 
	Reading is a fundamental part of education but moreover, it is a requirement of a sustainable life in the modern age. From the minuscule reading of a singular word on a street sign, to the study of an ancient text, reading is an activity we both actively and passively participate in daily. Without the ability to read, we can be guaranteed a gap in understanding even the smallest of instructions and guidelines. 
	Reading is among the first of the fundamental cognitive abilities we adapt in infancy, not separating with us even until the moment we die. While it may be obvious that we do in fact read as a part of human life we will further explore the how and why it is we read, and how we maintain this ability, as it pertains to becoming what is fully or substantially considered literate. 
	When discussing the importance of cultural literacy, through the lens of reading capabilities, E. D. Hirsch in Literacy and Cultural Legacy states, it is “the network of information that all competent readers possess. It is the background information, stored in their minds, that enables them to take up a newspaper and read it with an adequate level of comprehension, getting the point, grasping the implications, relating what they read to the unstated context which alone gives meaning to what they read.” (Hirsch, 2) From this perspective, literacy is measured from reading, which in turn, leads to comprehension of information.


How and Why, We Read 
“Reading is a social practice, and people read all the time as an unnoticed part of their everyday pursuits, in addition to their more formal occasions of sitting down and reading. Second is the collective thesis: People read in groups, and even individual reading is the result of collective memberships.” (Griswold, 132) The idea that reading, and the comprehensive result henceforth, is a culminated understanding and a consistently practiced methodology throughout our lives. It is built through time, built upon itself and the joint efforts of associations and cultural influences. Reading is insofar an inevitable way of human communication and expressing information socially, politically, historically, technologically (virtually), and academically. 
	What this means is, the ability to read is enriching and important for understanding material while also providing foundational context for future learning. Literacy and Cultural Legacy presents this argument well, stating, “Reading and writing are cumulative skills; the more we read the more necessary knowledge we gain for further reading.” (Hirsch, 27, 28) Knowing is important for more knowing, and this is why we read. Reading provides not only understanding, but context required for further understanding. “We know instinctively that to understand what somebody is saying, we must understand more than the surface meanings of words; we have to understand the context as well. The need for background information applies all the more to reading and writing.” (Hirsch, 3)
Context in Reading: Comprehension & Maintaining It 
	Contingent upon what Wendy Griswold calls “shifting contexts” Griswold regards the practice of reading by noting, “The point about contexts is more complicated than it first appears. Contexts first and foremost involve the material and institutional circumstances of reading: whether people are literate; whether they have access to print materials, free time, and sufficient light; whether they read for school, work, or leisure; whether their buses are comfortable or packed; whether the electricity is reliable.” (Griswold, 132) 
	It is established that comprehension of what we read as well as the reason why we read are particularly significant parts of the device of literacy it serves. Maintaining comprehension is attributed to continuous reading. It is also true though, that not all reading is the same and not all information read and retained or comprehended holds the same weight as another might significantly carry. 
In this, we also must recognize the capabilities of the people doing the act of reading itself. Learning capabilities vary from person to person. Where this topic and be explored in a later section discussing the actual teaching and accessibility of literacy, in classrooms, it is worth noting this point of difference. “The reading skill of a person may vary greatly from task to task. The level of literacy exhibited in each task depends on the relevant background information that the person possesses.” (Hirsch, 8)
Why Reading is an Academic Pillar 
	Aside from the cultural phenomenon of reading socially, institutionalized literacy is the pillar of our society. Without it, one is considered grossly uneducated, uninformed, and lacking what acts as the right to articulate oneself orally and written through text. Learning from textbooks and other literary works are central to modern curriculum. Where students learn to write as a form of literacy through their education, reading inherently defaults as a mode of process for this. Reading, even one’s own work, is essential for understanding one’s own thoughts and exercising the ability to cohesively place together words and sentences. Sandra Jamieson explores this topic in Composition Readers and the Construction of Identity, “If they are to learn writing as a recursive process, they must also understand how they came to think of themselves as readers so that they can learn to reread and edit their writing effectively. And reading assignments can help, as proponents of multiculturalism and personal narrative essays attest. (Jamieson, 153) On subject matter itself, Jamieson adds, “As our composition classes and teaching loads have continued to grow, textbook readers have become the most popular tools for teaching advanced literacy skills.” (Jamieson, 150) 
Writing For Literacy 
	It should go without saying that the mode of communication by this very essay you read now, is what forms the secondary part of defining literacy. The medium of writing is not only a clear indication of comprehension, but a sign of competent articulation of the self and others works.
Written communication has been linked to literacy because of its formal articulation and structure. The Essay, one of the most common academically used forms of measuring this literacy device, is defined by Lynn Z. Bloom as “a short work of belletristic was understood throughout the formation of the nineteenth-century continues to prevail in contemporary critical discussions” (Bloom, 404)
	Expectations on writers and authors behalf have been made for readers when producing work. For this reason, it is essential to remember the conjunction that reading and writing must operate in order to provide a person sustainable literate capabilities. “Those who write for a mass public are always making judgments about what their readers can be assumed to know, and the judgments are closely similar. Any reader who doesn't possess the knowledge assumed in a piece he or she reads will in fact be illiterate with respect to that particular piece of writing.” (Hirsch, 13)
Different Forms of Accessible Literacy Practice Through Technology 
Part of the advancements made to forms of literacy as mentioned previously, include different variations of reading and writing. One modern example is braille. Braille a tool made to provide literacy to those who are not visually able. Braille, in school systems and used in physical textbook form, is a supplemental way for educators to teach aspects of literacy otherwise missed or not possible with audio-based alternatives. 
	Another example of a useful modern advancement is Audible, the popular online audio book and podcast system produces what the parent company Amazon calls “spoken-word” content. Not only does this application and website provide easily and accessible reading material, in the form of audio, but allows, like braille, for those impaired to still participate in actives to stimulate and practice literacy. 
Mary Louise Pratt’s Art of The Contact Zone discusses several other forms of literacy other forms of literacy, “Autoethnography, transculturation, critique, collaboration, bilingualism, mediation, parody, denunciation, imaginary dialogue, vernacular expression - these are some of the literate arts of the contact zone.” (Pratt, 37)
Conclusion of Literacy 
Literacy, although varying in forms, can be measured accurately and acquired through reading and writing. Having the ability to write cohesively and to read one’s own work, along with other written text provides transformative and progressive communication within our society. To create and uphold literacy is to sustain culture itself, with every change it brings. “All nationwide communications, whether by telephone, radio, TV, or writing are fundamentally dependent upon literacy, for the essence of literacy is not simply reading and writing but also the effective use of the standard literate language.” (Hirsch, 3)
In order to understand one another, so long as we as a society need to effectively communicate with one another in order to progress, literacy will be central. To be literate is to possess fundamental knowledge required for future learning, learning abilities and vital to the expression of critical self-thought. “Cultural literacy is the oxygen of social intercourse. Only when we run into cultural illiteracy are we shocked into recognizing the importance of the information that we had unconsciously assumed.” (Hirsch, 19)
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